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Enrollment Is Dropping 
In Public Schools 
Around the Country

October 9, 2020
Heard on Morning Edition



COMPARABLE DISTRICTS 
WITH ENROLLMENT DECLINE

Sample School District

St. Louis, MO Public Schools

Little Rock, AR Public Schools

Richmond, VA Public Schools

Metro Nashville, TN Public Schools



Another pandemic shift: In many school districts, 
1 in 10 kindergartners didn’t show up

By Kalyn Belsha Sep 22, 2020, 6:30pm EDT 

https://www.chalkbeat.org/authors/kalyn-belsha
https://www.chalkbeat.org/authors/kalyn-belsha


ENROLLMENT



DISTRICT ENROLLMENT

Gender Elementary

PK-5

Middle School

6-8

High School

9-12

TOTAL

PK-







ELEMENTARY ENROLLMENT 
COMPARISON – GROUP III



MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
COMPARISON 

School 2018 2019 2020 Annual 
Percentage 

Change
’19-’20

Peeples Middle School 346 382



HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
COMPARISON 

School 2018 2019 2020 Annual 

Percentage 

Change

’19-’20

Provine High School 1,056 946 860 -9.09%

Forest Hill High School 1,026 1,028 953 -7.30%

Lanier High School 645 606 565



ENROLLMENT COMPARISON 

2018 2019 2020 Annual 

Percentage 

Change

’19-’20

Elementary (PK-5) 12,165 11,159 9,640 -13.61%

Middle Schools (6-8) 4,988 4,792 4,542 -5.21%

High Schools (9-12) 6,867 6,569 6,309 -3.95%

TOTAL 24,020 22,520 20,491



10 ² YEAR 
ENROLLMENT DATA



10-Year District Enrollment Trend



TRANSFER DATA



TRANSFER SUMMARY DATA

Charter Schools in Metro Area 649

Rankin County Schools 145

Hinds County Schools 133

Clinton Public Schools 120

Madison County Schools, Ridgeland, MS 99

Madison County Schools, Madison, MS 43

Other 521

TOTAL 1,710



ATTENDANCE



UNEXCUSED DAYS
ELEMENTARY GROUP I

School 5 days 10 days 12 days 15 or More Days

Barack Obama 5 1 1 1

Bates Elementary 40 15 1 0

Casey Elementary 6 3 1 0

Galloway Elementary 101 44 29 8

Isable Elementary 89 32 15 13

McWillie Elementary 1 0 0 0

North Jackson Elementary 3 1 1 0

Power APAC Elementary 12 2 2 1

Smith Elementary 30 4 2 0

Walton Elementary 109 54 43 32
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UNEXCUSED DAYS
ELEMENTARY GROUP II

School 5 days 10 days 12 days 15 or More Days

Clausell Elementary 75 29 16 11

Green Elementary 86 51 39 28

Johnson Elementary 144 80 60 40

Key Elementary 18 8 6 3

Lake Elementary 70 25 16 8

Lester Elementary 66 30 24 16

Marshall Elementary 54 25 18 10

McLeod Elementary 58 23 20 15

Timberlawn Elementary 119 37 21 7

Wilkins Elementary 33 15 3 1

TOTAL 723 323 223 139



UNEXCUSED DAYS 
ELEMENTARY GROUP III

School 5 days 10 days 12 days 15 or More Days

Baker Elementary 48 17 11 7

Boyd Elementary 158 68 48 27

Dawson Elementary 74 35 30 24

John Hopkins Elementary 39 19 12 7

Lee Elementary 16 4 3 1



UNEXCUSED DAYS BY SCHOOL
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

School 5 days 10 days 12 days 15 or More Days

Bailey Middle APAC 1 1 0 0

Blackburn Middle School 285 136 104 82

Brinkley Middle School 258 150 116 80

Cardozo Middle School 277 132 101 68

Chastain Middle School 5 2 2 1

Kirksey Middle School 64 21 17 7

Northwest Middle School 30 10 5 1

Peeples Middle School 153 93 74 48

Powell Middle School 190 114 100 67

Whitten Middle School 30 6 3 2

TOTAL 1,293 665 522 356



UNEXCUSED DAYS BY SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL

School



ATTENDANCE

5 Days 10 Days 12 Days 15 or More 

Days

Synchronous 

Learners

70% 68% 67% 67%

Asynchronous 

Learners



•NEXT STEPS

•QUESTIONS/COMMENTS


